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Agriculture in South Asia and many other parts of
the world is apparently caught in a low equilibrium
trap. The features of this trap are low productivity
of staples, supply shortfalls, higher prices, low
returns to farmers, product diversification, causing
further shortage of staple food. The question of
food security has a number of dimensions that go
beyond production, availability and demand for
food. Food availability does not ensure food
security. Thus, distribution and access of
population to food is equally important for food
security. Food availability can be achieved through
better distribution mechanisms and alternatively
through imports to ensure food security.

This book identifies major issues of food security
in the South Asian countries. Each chapter of the
book throws light on issues such as initiatives and
policies taken up in a particular country to achieve
the goal of food security, and also critically
evaluates the effectiveness of these policies.
Discussing the SAARC food bank to ensure food
security in South Asia, the book also suggests
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measures to overcome the identified current
constraints and make the policies more effective.

The book would be of interest to postgraduate
students, academic researchers, SAARC offices, and
organizations dealing with agriculture research.
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