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Naoki Tanaka, Ph.D., is Japan’s leading economic advisor, serving both the business 

community and the highest levels of government. A decade ago, he helped to create the 

21st Century Public Policy Institute established by Nippon Keidanren (the Japan 

Business Federation) and served as its first president. Among his numerous government-

related positions, he is best known for his work as a special economic advisor to former 

PM Junichiro Koizumi, acting as one of the lead architects of Koizumi’s landmark postal 

system reform. Tanaka is the author of many books and the recipient of the prestigious 

Yoshino Sakuzo Prize and Ishibashi Tanzan Prize. He is a graduate of the University of 

Tokyo with a doctorate in economics. 

 


